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HOSPITALS AND VETERANS 


HE American Hospital Association plan for the use of civilian hos- 

pitals in the care of sick veterans is receiving a great deal of favorable 

comment all over the United States. The editorials in the different 
papers are especially commendatory. The two below are examples of the 
thought which the public has given to this movement. 


FrRoM THE Rockrorp, ILLINoIs, Republican 


With many high class public hospitals having empty beds, the federal 
government is carrying on expensive institutions for the care of veterans 
and considering new building projects which will greatly increase the scope 
of this service. The situation invites public attention in view of conditions 
set forth by the American Hospital Association, as the outlay for federal 
hospitalization and its upkeep will be enormous. 

No criticism of government hospitals is suggested in the proposal for a 
revamping of the federal program. ‘Their professional standard is indi- 
cated as being high, their administration economical. The question 
raised has to do with the necessity of still greater investments in buildings 
under the present conditions. 

The American Hospital Association is inviting public study of this sub- 
ject. It is careful to say that the interests of the patient come first. But 
the association does assert that accommodations for a large proportion of 
the veterans requiring hospitalization are available in high class non- 
government institutions where the patient will be near his home and friends. 
The government is headed into a tremendous investment, it is pointed out, 
to serve patients whose numbers may be expected steadily to decrease over 
a period of a few years. 

The care of the veterans is a duty the public gladly accepts. It is the 
earnest desire that this service be 100 per cent. But there is a point in 
the question raised by the Hospital Association. It will interest the veter- 
ans themselves, who, needing hospital care, would relish the thought of 
being near home and friends who can see them frequently. 

Hospital Management in its January issue urges the working out of an 
agreement, satisfactory to all parties, for the use of acceptable non-govern- 
ment hospitals for the care of men who served their country. 

“The welfare of many others,” the magazine says editorially, “is at 
stake in this program, for, assuming that the American Hospital Associa- 
tion is right in its contention that a large number of veterans may be prop- 
erly and economically cared for in non-government hospitals, and some 
program mutually agreeable is carried out, merchants, employees, and 
citizens generally in many communities will benefit, as well as companies 
serving the hospitals as a whole. The local hospital will require more per- 
sonal service and labor, more foodstuffs and supplies, to care for these addi- 
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tional patients, and the patients, in addition to the facilities of these high- 
grade hospitals, also will enjoy the advantages of being cared for close to 
their homes.” 

It would seem that with government expenditures in general reaching 
dizzy heights, some money-saving plan could be worked out for receiving 
veterans in the hospitals that are running far below capacity. 


From THE CuHArLoTTE, N. C., Observer 


The American Hospital Association makes a good point in economy 
when it advises that there is no need for congressional appropriation to 
build new federal hospitals, because there are accommodations in non- 
government hospitals scattered over the country to take care of every 
veteran requiring hospitalization, and this idea, lodged in the mind of the 
Congressmen, might pave the way to a vast saving in the tax burden. It 
is argued that if the government decided to establish new railroad systems 
when so many hundreds of freight and passenger cars are idle, the folly 
of such a proceeding would at once become apparent. Yet, with thousands 
of beds vacant in high grade hospitals, the government is erecting new 
hospitals. The association advises that the non-government hospitals are 
trying to work out with government authorities a plan whereby vacant 
beds in acceptable civil hospitals may be used for certain sick and disabled 
veterans. They do not ask that all beds be used or that all types of patients 
be treated. 

An important consideration is that the welfare of others besides the 
patients is at stake in this program, for, assuming that the American 
Hospital Association is right in its contention that a large number of vet- 
erans may be properly and economically cared for in non-government hos- 
pitals, and some program mutually agreeable is carried out, merchants, 
employees and citizens, generally, in many communities throughout the 
country will benefit, as- well as companies serving the hospital field as a 
whole, for the local hospitals will require more personal service and labor, 
more foodstuffs and supplies, to care for these additional patients, and 
the patients, in addition to the facilities of these high-grade hospitals, also 
will enjoy the advantages of being cared for close to their homes. 

And this should operate as a strong argument for utilization by the 
government of existing hespital facilities, to save the possible over-doing of 
federal construction to meet an emergency that is but temporary in nature. 
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Paut H. FESLER 


Mr. Paul Fesler, the New Superintendent of Wesley Memorial 
Hospital 


Mr. George W. Dixon, president of the board of trustees of the Wesley 
Memorial Hospital, Chicago, has announced the appointment of Mr. Paul 
Fesler, President of the American Hospital Association, as superintendent 
of that institution to succeed the late E. S. Gilmore, a former president 
of the American Hospital Association. 

When he announced the appointment Mr. Dixon advised that plans were 
approved for building the new $5,000,000 Wesley Memorial on McKinlock 
campus of Northwestern University and of making the new project the 
national center of Methodist hospital and medical interests. The new 
institution will be staffed by the medical faculty of Northwestern Univer- 
sity and with the cooperation of Passavant Hospital will constitute the 
teaching hospital of Northwestern University medical school. 

Mr. Fesler is one of the best known hospital administrators in the 
United States. He began his administrative career at the University of 
Oklahoma over fifteen years ago. During the war his services in con- 
nection with the organization of the medical corps of the Army and his 
contributions to the care of the enlisted men were notable. During his 
administration at Oklahoma University he directed the construction of 
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its new medical center. Five years ago he was selected as superintendent 
of the Minnesota University Hospitals to succeed Dr. Louis B. Baldwin, 
a former president of the American Hospital Association. 

While in Oklahoma Mr. Fesler had a great deal to do with drafting the 
laws of that state relating to the care of crippled children, many of the 
provisions of which have been incorporated in similar laws in other states. 

By virtue of his office as superintendent of Wesley Memorial Hospital, 
Mr. Fesler is a member of the board of trustees of Northwestern Uni- 
versity. 

Wesley Hospital is to be congratulated upon securing the services of a 
man so well qualified in administrative work and one who has had the 
background and experience that Mr. Fesler has had. His experience both 
at Oklahoma University Hospital and at the Minnesota University Hos- 
pitals in building new units will be of great value when the construction 
program at Wesley Memorial is under way. 





Plan for Establishing Uniform Rates in Compensation Cases 
Dr. Carl P. Wright, superintendent of the Syracuse General Hospital 
and president of the Hospital Association of the State of New York, is 
working out a satisfactory zoning system for the purpose of establishing 
uniformity in hospital rates, based on a recent court decision of the Appel- 
late Division permitting hospitals to charge insurance companies the full 
cost of caring for ward patients under the Workmen’s Compensation Law. 
The plan which Dr. Wright is developing will be of immense material 
benefit to all the hospitals which handle such cases. Under the decision 
they will receive 100 per cent of the cost of hospital care in insurance cases 

instead of the 60 or 70 per cent which they have received in the past. 





Dr. George E. Parisoe Dies Following Operation for Appendicitis 

Dr. George E. Parisoe, for the past several years financial secretary of 
the Presbyterian Hospital at Denver, died January 7 from the effects of 
an appendicitis operation. Dr. Parisoe, during the period of his service 
as financial secretary, had increased the endowments of that institution and 
at the time of his death was making plans for the erection and endowment 
of a new private pavilion for the Presbyterian Hospital. 
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HOSPITAL CARE FOR VETERANS 


EVERAL bills have been introduced into both branches of Congress 
S providing for the care of our sick and disabled veterans in civilian 

hospitals. That the better type of hospitals located in all parts of 
the United States have a sufficient number of beds constantly available 
not only to meet the existing demand, but to take care of all future neces- 
sities for the care of our veterans who need hospitalization, is evidenced 
by the fact that 1,769 hospitals reported that they would make 
available 28,333 beds. There is no necessity for any delay whatever 
in securing proper and efficient hospital care for every sick and disabled 
veteran, wherever he may be located, in an approved efficient hospital near 
his home and close to his family and friends, if he so desires. 

A surprising fact was brought out by a very large number of our hos- 
pitals replying to the questionnaires. In their reports they advised that 
they constantly were hospitalizing many veterans, some of whom were 
paying their own charges but the majority of whom were being cared for 
in their charity wards. 

Many of these veterans were in these hospitals for the reason that the 
character of their illness would not permit the delay incident to their ad- 
mission to a government hospital. Others were in the hospital for the 
reason that they wished to be near their homes and families and their 
business during the period of their illness, while others were there because 
they were ill and needed hospital care and had no other place to go. 

The government can solve many of the difficulties that accompany its 
responsibility for the care of the sick and disabled veterans if they will 
utilize the facilities of our fine civilian institutions and give our veterans 
the care they need without delay and in the best of hospital surroundings. 





Cincinnati Forms a Hospital Council 


The Public Health Federation of Cincinnati has taken preliminary steps 
to form a hospital council as one of the codrdinated groups in the feder- 
ation. Through the hospital council the hospitals of Cincinnati will work 
together as a codperative unit instead of as competing organizations. 

The immediate reason for the formation of the council was the report of 
a survey made in 1931 by the Trounstine Foundation, which showed that 
an effort to overcome the lack of beds which Cincinnati experienced in 1923 
had resulted in overbuilding to the extent of approximately seven hundred 
more beds than were actually required. One of the objects of the council 
is to relieve the crowding at the Cincinnati General Hospital and distrib- 
ute its load among the other hospitals in the city through some arrange- 
ment entered into between the city and private institutions. 

It is thought that if the load in Cincinnati were evenly distributed there 
would still be a sufficient number of beds for the acute sick in all hos- 
pitals and there would be no need for further building. 
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The Annual Meeting of the Florida Association 


HE annual meeting of the Florida Hospital Association for 1932 
will be in Jacksonville February 2. This announcement was author- 
ized by the association’s board of directors and has been forwarded 
to all members by Fred M. Walker, executive secretary. It was under- 
stood that the selection of the time and place of this meeting was prompted 
by the fact that the Southeastern Sectional Congress of the American 
College of Surgeons is scheduled to convene in Jacksonville February 1 
and 2. By having the arrangements of these two meetings coincide it was 
said that directors of the Hospital Association wished to give its members 
the opportunity to attend two hospital meetings at the same time and at a 
minimum cost. 

By special invitation the Hospital Association will use the scientific pro- 
grams which have been planned for the Hospital Conference of the meet- 
ing of the College of Surgeons, and will arrange its annual business session 
at a time which will not conflict with them. These programs include a 
departmental clinic at Duval County Hospital upon the morning of Feb- 
ruary 2, and another at St. Vincent’s Hospital in the afternoon of the 
same day. These will be under the supervision of Dr. Malcolm T. Mac- 
Eachern, director of hospital activities for the College of Surgeons, and 
Mr. Robert Jolly, superintendent of Memorial Hospital, Houston, Texas. 
They will be assisted by the executives of Jacksonville hospitals, and the 
following topics for discussion have been announced: 


1. Admitting and Discharging Patients 

2. Organization and Functioning of the Social Service Department 

3. Organization and Management of the Clinical Record Department 

4. Organization and Management of the Dietary Department and 
Food Service 

5. Business Methods in Hospitals 

6. Operating Room Management and Procedures 

7. Nursing Care of the Patient 

8. Management of the Obstetrical Department 


Detailed programs are in process of preparation. Mr. J. H. Holcombe, 
superintendent of St. Luke’s Hospital, Jacksonville, is president of the 
Florida Hospital Association and will preside at its business session. 





Texas Plans Hospital Construction 


The state of Texas, in codperation with the program to relieve the unem- 
ployment situation, has awarded the following contracts for hospital 
construction: $85,000 ward building at the Terrell State Hospital; $150,- 
000 ward and convalescent wing at the Austin State Hospital; dormitory 
for employees at the San Antonio State Hospital, to cost $35,000, and a 
$100,000 ward; dormitory at the State Sanatorium, $90,000; ward build- 
ing and hospital unit at the Wichita Falls State Hospital, $155,000. 
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Central Council for Nursing Education 

The Central Council for Nursing Education will hold the third annual 
Institute for Lay Boards of Directors of Hospitals and Public Health 
Nursing Organizations, at the Palmer House, Chicago, Monday, February 
15, 1932, at the same time as the annual meeting of the Council on Medical 
Education and Hospitals of the American Medical Association. 

Among the speakers of prominence taking part in the program will be: 
Dr. Herman N. Bundesen, commissioner, department of health, Chicago; 
Dr. Malcolm T. MacKEachern, director of hospital activities, American 
College of Surgeons, Chicago; Miss Katharine Tucker, general director, 
National Organization for Public Health Nursing, New York; Miss 
Emilie G. Sargent, executive director, Visiting Nurse Association, De- 
troit; Miss Ella F. Best, acting executive secretary, National League of 
Nursing Education, New York; Miss Miriam Ames, executive director, 
Joint Committee on Hourly Nursing, Chicago. 

Arrangements are being made to secure an outstanding speaker for the 
luncheon meeting. 





T. J. McGinty Goes to Davis Hospital, Pine Bluff, Arkansas 
Mr. T. J. McGinty, well known superintendent in the Southwest and 
formerly superintendent of the Oklahoma Baptist Hospital at Muskogee, 
has been appointed superintendent of the Davis Hospital at Pine Bluff, 
Arkansas. 





Coming Meetings 

Florida Hospital Association, Jacksonville, February 2. 

National Methodist Hospital Homes and Deaconess Work Association, 
Chicago, February 10-12. 

American Conference on Hospital Service, Chicago, February 10-12. 

New England Hospital Association, Boston, February 5-6. 

Congress on Medical Education, Licensure, and Hospitals, Chicago, Feb- 
ruary 15-16. 

lowa Hospital Association, Sioux City, March 9-10. 

Ohio Hospital Association, Akron, March 15-16. 

Hospital Association of Pennsylvania, Pittsburgh, March 15-17. 

Texas Hospital Association, Dallas, April 8-9. 

American Nurses Association, San Antonio, April 11-16. 

National League of Nursing Education, San Antonio, April 11-16. 

Tennessee Hospital Association, Memphis, April 18-19. 

Southern Methodist Hospital Association, Memphis, April 20. 

Hospital Association of New York State, New York, May 5-7. 

American Medical Association, New Orleans, May 9-13. 

Joint Meeting of the North Carolina Hospital Association, South Caro- 
lina Hospital Association, and Virginia Hospital Association, Rich- 
mond, Virginia, May 17-19. 

Minnesota Hospital Association, St. Paul, May 23-25. 
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The Needs of the Hospitals in New York 


The successful termination of the drive for the relief of the unem- 
ployed has given the United Hospital Fund a better opportunity to con- 
tinue its appeal for means to care for the destitute sick. The fund 
has announced that it has thus far received $458,789, but that a much 
greater sum is needed. 

The size of the need may be judged to some extent from the num- 
ber of hospitals associated in the fund. There are many of them— 
thirty-one general hospitals, twelve special hospitals of divers types, 
nine hospitals for women and children, and five for chronic and 
convalescent cases make up the total. Evidently the donations thus 
far made do not come to great figures when divided among so many. 

The fund gives out the information that 30,000 patients spent 
Christmas in hospitals of this city. As patients are apt to go out of 
hospital for Christmas, one may form from this figure a very moderate 
idea of the present demand for hospital service. 

It stands to reason that when times are bad the hospitals must 
receive more poor patients. They must have more money and the money 
is harder to get. For these reasons the fund’s appeal at this time 
deserves a generous response. 





Codperation Between Staff andi Hospital 


A fine example of cooperation between the medical staff and its hos- 
pital and one which could be emulated to advantage by all of our hos- 
pitals, was the donation of $2500 in cash by the members of the staff to 
the Monongahela (Pennsylvania) Memorial Hospital. In addition to this 
cash gift, each member of the staff agreed to give his services to the 
institution three months of each year without charge. 

If the members of all hospital staffs would show the same interest in 
and good will toward their hospitals as has been demonstrated by: this staff, 
they would be contributing largely to the successful operation of every 
worthwhile institution in this country. 





A Fine Memorial 


A memorial to three generations of a family of Racine, Wisconsin 
physicians who have given the community a total of 140 years of profes- 
sional service was dedicated on January 1. Dr. John G. Meachem, Jr., 
the last survivor of this family of physicians, gave $35,000 for a chapel and 
library for St. Luke’s Hospital. The new building will be open for use by 
all physicians of the city. His father, the late Dr. John G. Meachem, left 
the institution an endowment of $108,000. 
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A Hospital for the Care of Tuberculous Veterans 


One of the most interesting hospitals under the ownership of the Vet- 
erans Bureau is the hospital for tuberculous patients at Fort Bayard, New 
Mexico. It is situated three miles from a railway station and nine miles 
from Silver City, and because of its location it has been necessary to make 
the hospital a self-sufficient community, with its own water supply piped 
from the mountain springs, its own school system, telephone, and lighting 
system, and all other utilities of a modern community. It maintains its 
own fire department and runs its own farm and dairy. It has a dairy 
herd of three hundred blooded cattle and to a very large extent supplies its 
own milk, butter, meat, and vegetables. 

Fort Bayard is located in southwest New Mexico and was a cavalry 
post from 1866 to 1899. The health records established during the time 
troops were quartered there were the best of any command in the United 
States. Due to the fact that the percentage of non-effectives due to 
illness of troops stationed there was lower than at any other post, Fort 
Bayard was converted in 1899 into an Army General Hospital and so 
functioned until 1920. During the World War 1700 officers and men were 
at times undergoing treatment, and during the period of administration 
under the Army medical corps more than 20,000 cases of pulmonary 
tuberculosis received care there. 

For two years, from 1920 to 1922, Fort Bayard was under the direction 
of the Public Health Service, and was then transferred to the Veterans 
Bureau. It now has a capacity of five hundred patients and is one of the 
finest institutions of its kind in the world. 





Canned Tomato Output Declines Nearly a Half Last Year 


The Department of Commerce states that the 1931 canned tomato pack 
amounted to 9,573,025 cases, on the basis of 24 No. 3 cans, according to 
figures collected by the Foodstuffs Division of the Bureau of Foreign and 
Domestic Commerce. This is a decrease of 44 per cent from the 1930 
production of 16,997,799 cases. 

It is entirely probable that there has been a marked reduction in the 
pack of all canned fruits and vegetables during 1931, but the surplus, 
although carried over from previous years, will be sufficient to supply 
the demands of the market, and at the existing low level of prices. 

Hospitals might do well to arrange for their consumption of canned 
goods for the coming year upon the basis of the present market, and in 
view of the fact that the pack of canned fruits and vegetables is mate- 
rially reduced. 

Reports on the supply of winter vegetables indicate that while there 
will be sufficient to take care of existing needs, there will be no surplus 
and that prices on this quality of staple foods will probably remain steady. 
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NEW BUILDINGS AND CONSTRUCTION 
Alabama 


Tuskegee —New barracks and a dining hall building are planned for the 
Veterans’ Hospital. They will be built at a cost of $275,000. 


Arkansas 
Hot Springs——Bids were opened January 20 in the office of the con- 
structing quartermaster, Army and Navy Hospital, for the superstructure 
of a $1,500,000 hospital building. The structure will consist of a 128-foot 
center section, with two 307-foot wings and a 190-foot tower. Contract 
for excavation and foundations was awarded several weeks ago. 


California 
Woodlake.—Construction has started upon units of the new Sequoia 
Hospital to replace the one which was recently destroyed by fire. 


Colorado 
Denver.—During the year 1931 the new $300,000 addition to Mercy 
Hospital was completed and opened, and the nurses’ home at the Chil- 
dren’s Hospital, costing $210,000, was completed and will be dedicated 
on February 15. 





District of Columbia 


Washington Contract has been awarded by St. Elizabeth’s Hospital 
for the addition of continued treatment buildings, dining hall, and kitchen. 


Idaho 
Nampa.—The new building of the Samaritan Hospital is under con- 
struction and will be completed in about three months. 


Kansas 
Hiawatha—Plans are being made for the erection of a community hos- 
pital during the coming year. 


Massachusetts 
Boston.—The House of the Good Samaritan opened its new wing on 
December 10. In addition to a research laboratory for the study of rheu- 
matic affections, the hospital announces that twenty-one beds are to be 
used for the care of cancer patients and that fifty-four have been set aside 
for the care and study of rheumatic heart disease. 


Michigan 
Coldwater.—Contracts for the construction of a hospital at the state pub- 


lic school have been awarded. ‘The structure will cost $65,000 when 
completed. 


Detroit—The new buildings at the Grace Hospital, recently completed, 
were opened to the public on January 18. 
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Minnesota 
Glenwood.—A new hospital, under the management of Dr. Stuart J. 
Thorson, has just been completed. 
Missouri 
Butler —A new building is being planned for the Butler Community 
Hospital and will be erected in 1932. Mrs. S. C. Stayton is superintendent 
of this institution. 
St. Louis——The first three units of a proposed $2,000,000 hospital for 
negroes, to be known as the Negro City Hospital, are soon to be built. 


New York 

Mount V ernon.—The new $250,000 addition to the Mount Vernon Hos- 
pital was opened to the public on January 1, the hospital’s fortieth anni- 
versary. With the new wing the capacity of the hospital is increased from 
150 to 180 beds. 

New York City—Plans were filed on January 4 for the building of a 
nine-story Children’s Hospital on Welfare Island. The architects are 
Landsman and Smith and the cost of the new institution will approximate 
$900,000. The plans for the six-story nurses’ home, to cost $500,000, were 
filed and approved last September. 

Plans were also filed on January 4 for the six-story out-patient build- 
ing for the Harlem Hospital. The estimated cost of this institution, com- 
pleted, is $1,250,000. 

Controller Charles W. Berry has been authorized to purchase a site for 
the construction of a cancer hospital and nurses’ home. 


North Carolina 
Charlotte—On January 5 the new $125,000 addition to Mercy Hospital 
was dedicated. Dedicatory addresses were delivered by Bishop William 
Hafey of Raleigh and Dr. W. S. Rankin, director of the hospital section 
of the Duke Endowment. 
South Carolina 
Anderson.—St. Mary’s Hospital, a new $25,000 building, owned and 
operated by Dr. C. S. Breedin, was opened in January. 
Columbia—Plans have been drawn for a fifty-bed unit at the State Hos- 
pital for the accommodation of elderly white women patients. 


South Dakota 
Mitchell—A $65,000 addition to St. Joseph’s Hospital has been au- 
thorized. It will contain a chapel, fifteen private rooms, and an orthopedic 
department. 
Tennessee 
Memphis —Plans have been completed for the erection of a $175,000 
Marine Hospital. 
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Texas 
Carlsbad—Contract for the state tuberculosis sanatorium was let on 
January the Ist. The entire contract calls for the expenditure « £ $125,000. 
West Virginia 
Parkersburg.—The Camden Clark Memorial Hospital has let the con- 
tract for the construction of a $125,000 addition. 
Turkey 


Mr. Morris Shinassi, a native of Manissa, Turkey, but a citizen of the 
United States, who, after immigrating to this country, became a tobacco 
magnate of New York, has left $1,000,000 to build, equip, and maintain 
an American hospital in Manissa. 





BENEFACTIONS 


Illinois 
Chicago.—Under the terms of the will of Mrs. Luella Molloy, Pres- 
byterian Hospital will receive $50,000, the income from which will be used 
to pay nurses who render service to patients unable to pay. 


Massachusetts 

Boston.—Under the will of the late Charles H. Tyler of Beverly, 
the Boston City Hospital has been bequeathed $1,000,000 for the 
purpose of establishing and maintaining a laboratory for surgical re- 
search. It is to be known as the George G. Sears laboratory, in honor 
of Professor Sears of Harvard medical school, who is a trustee of the 
City Hospital and was Mr. Tyler’s physician for many years. Under the 
terms of the benefaction $5000 is to be appropriated for the building of 
the laboratory and $5000 is to remain in trust, the income to be used for 
the payment of salaries. 


Missouri 


Marceline—Dr. Ola Putman has built and equipped a modern hospital 
as a memorial to his father, Dr. B. B. Putman. At the dedication of the 
Marceline Memorial Hospital the services of Dr. Putman were recalled. 
He was a “‘very much esteemed country doctor,” with all that that term 
implied. His calls came often during the night and he traveled to his 
patients, in remote farm homes, over dirt roads and by saddle horse. He 
was available to the needy at all times and performed with care and 
sympathy whatever task was presented him. 


The hospital was built by the son in memory of this early settler and 
represents the transition from the saddle bag and pocket case, which com- 
prised the equipment of the doctor fifty years ago, to the well equipped 
institution for the practice of modern medicine. 
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New Jersey 


Asbury Park.—The Fitkin-Morgan Memorial Hospital, erected at a cost 
of $1,000,000, was dedicated December 29. The building was made pos- 
sible through the benefaction of Mr. A. E. Fitkin, whose philanthropy has 
extended over several continents and who gave the institution as a me- 
morial to his son, Raleigh Fitkin. The nurses’ home connected with the 
institution was erected at a cost of $100,000, given by the late L. C. de 
Coppet of New York, who also left a fifteenth of his residuary estate to 
the hospital. 

Mr. Fitkin has been interested in hospitals for many years. He gave 
the Raleigh Fitkin Memorial, which cost $600,000, to the New Haven 
General Hospital, and $500,000 to the Yale school of medicine to establish 
an endowment for work in diseases of children. He had previously 
endowed a hospital for children in South Africa, named after his son. 


Pennsylvania 





Philadelphia—Mr. Louis Gerstley, widely known philanthropist, be- 
queathed $150,000 each to Eagleville Sanatorium for Consumptives and 
the Jewish Hospital. Mr. Gerstley, who died at the age of 82, gave much 
of his time, during his later years, to work for the consumptive poor. He 
was for many years vice-president of White Haven Sanatorium and was 
one of the founders of Eagleville. 


Tennessee 


Springfield —Under the will of Mr. John McMurray, who died recently, 
Robertson County was left an estate valued at half a million dollars for 
the purpose of erecting and endowing a hospital for the care of the sick 
and injured of Robertson County. The trustees are named by the executor 
and are fully empowered to build the hospital and provide for its 
maintenance. 





Emergency Aid Urged for Veterans in Minnesota 


Legislation to permit the hospitalization and treatment of World War 
veterans in local hospitals by local doctors at government expense in acute 
emergency cases will be sought by members of the American Legion in 
Minnesota. 

Resolutions calling for enactment of such legislation were adopted at 
a meeting of the Legion state rehabilitation committee at the Nicollet hotel. 

The legislation would be designed to aid veterans who cannot be moved 
to a veterans’ hospital in an emergency case, according to George W. 
Sjoselius, Duluth, committee chairman. At present a veteran can obtain 
free treatment only in government hospitals.—MMinneapolis Journal. 
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PERSONAL ITEMS 


Dr. Robert E. Baidwin has been appointed superintendent of the Tampa 
Municipal Hospital to succeed Dr. Sheldon Stringer, who resigned after 
five years of very successful administration in that institution. Dr. 
Stringer is a former health officer of the city of Tampa and has a very 
detailed knowledge of hospitai administration. 

Miss Lulu Hicks has been named superintendent of the Morrison (IIli- 
nois) Hospital to succeed Miss Rachael Praetz. 

Capt. Charles Butler is the new commanding officer of the United 
States Naval Hospital, Brooklyn, New York, succeeding Capt. Percival 
Rossiter. Captain Rossiter’s new post is at the Naval Hospital, Washing- 
ton, D. C. 

Mr. J. E. Kenney has resigned as superintendent of the Baptist Hos- 
pital of Alexandria, Louisiana, effective January 15. 

Miss Ruth D. Wiley took up her duties as superintendent of the Caro 
(Michigan) Community Hospital on December 30. 

Miss Frances West, who recently resigned from the Charlotte Hunger- 
ford Hospital, Torrington, Connecticut, is now superintendent of the 
Middlesex Hospital, Middletown, Connecticut. 

Katherine R. Yocum has been appointed to the position of superintendent 
of St. Paul (Minnesota) Hospital. 

Marjorie M. Ibsen has succeeded Lena M. Johnson as superintendent of 
the Highland Park (Illinois) Hospital. 

The newly opened Columbus Memorial Hospital at Newark, New Jersey, 
is in charge of Dr. Ralph Russomanno. 

Mrs. F. C. Fouser is superintendent of the Wesson Memorial Hospital, 
Springfield, Massachusetts. 

E. H. Taylor has been appointed superintendent of the Franklin (New 
Jersey) Hospital. 

Dr. Eugene Davis has succeeded Dr. I. R. Wagner at the U. S. Veter- 
ans’ Hospital, Fort Lyon, Colorado. Dr. Wagner has taken charge of the 
Memphis Veterans’ Hospital. 

W. C. Penn is the new manager of the Harrison Memorial Hospital, 
Cynthiana, Kentucky, succeeding W. A. Kendall, resigned. 

Mrs. Louise McNeil succeeds Mrs. Marie Thomas as superintendent of 
the Petaluma (California) Hospital. 

Anna F. Lockhart has resigned the superintendency of Riverside Hos- 
pital, Paducah, Kentucky. 

Gladys Collins, former superintendent of the Davis Hospital at Pine 
Bluff, Arkansas, is now superintendent of the Marietta Phelps Hospital, 
Macomb, Illinois. 
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Ruth Willingham has been appointed superintendent of the Mayfield 
(Kentucky) Hospital to succeed Mrs. © E. Fry. 

Violet S. Hoar has been named superintendent of the Nicholas Memorial 
Hospital, Battle Creek, Michigan, succeeding Josephine Nichols, who is 
now superintendent of nurses at Parkland Hospital, Dallas. 

Anna Schmitt has resigned as superitendent of the Clark County Me- 
morial Hospital, Jeffersonville, Indiana. 

Miss Flora Bilbrey has resigned as superintendent of*the Ennis Munic- 
ipal Hospital, Ennis, Texas, effective January 1. 

Dr. Walter M. English, after twenty-five years as a hospital adminis- 
trator, has resigned as superintendent of the Ontario Hospital at Brock- 
ville. He is succeeded by Dr. Donald R. Fletcher. 

E. M. Hauge is the newly appointed superintendent of the Lutheran 
Hospital, Fort Dodge, Iowa. 

Dr. Harry Rubin has been transferred from the U. S. Veterans’ Hos- 
pital at American Lake, Washington, and is now medical officer in charge 
of the Veterans’ Hospital at Waco, Texas. 

Miss Bessie Norris has resigned the superintendency of the J. C. Ham- 
mond City Hospital, Geneseo, Illinois. 

Miss Claribel Wheeler has received the appointment of executive secre- 
tary of the National League of Nursing Education, and takes over that 
position on February 1. 





General Hospital Service in New Jersey 


During the month of November, 1931, according to the report of Dr. 
Emil Frankel, director of research of the department of institutions and 
agencies, sixty general hospitals reported an average occupancy of 67 
per cent. For November, 1930, the average occupancy was 69 per cent. 

The total number of patients admitted in November, 1931, was 16,913, 
of which 35 per cent were admitted as private or semi-private patients 
and 65 per cent as ward patients. 


Of the total number of patient days of care (224,230) given dite 
November, 1931, 31 per cent were rendered to private and semi-private 
patients and 69 per cent to ward patients. 

The average per capita cost of the sixty hospitals in November, 1931, 
was $4.90. In November of 1930, it was $5.05. 

The receipts from patients for November of last year was $581,691, 
while the current operating expenditure was $1,101,233. The amount of 
receipts from patients covered 53 per cent of the current operating expen- 
ditures. 





